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22 October 2009
WFP News Video:

Philippines Flood 

TRT: 3:01
Shot: October 19th – 20th, 2009

Shot list:

0:000-00:04

Manila Philippines 20/10/09

Aerials of flooded fields outside Manila

00:04-00:31

Candaba, Papanga province, Philippines 19/10/09

GV of flooded roadshenze

00:31-01:04

Candaba, Papanga province 20/10/09

Various of WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran with Philippino actress Casey Conception on a canoe looking at the flooded houses

01:04-01:37

SOT WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran 

01:37-01:55

Arrival of the President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

WFP food distribution

01:55-02:13

SOT  President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

02:13-02:18

WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran talking to President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

02:18-02:43

La trinidad 20/10/09

WFP Helicopter landing 

Philippino Army off loading WFP high energy biscuits from the chopper

02:43-03:01

Paternos community, East Manila 19/10/09

WFP high energy biscuits distribution

WFP Statement 


21 October 2009

STATEMENT BY WFP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, JOSETTE SHEERAN,

ON GRAVE SITUATION IN THE PHILIPPINES 

FOLLOWING SUCCESSION OF VIOLENT STORMS

Today, I witnessed the severe humanitarian impact of the storms and torrential rains that have devastated parts of this beautiful land, and which have left the people of the Philippines facing one of the greatest challenges in memory.

President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, WFP’s National Ambassador Against Hunger KC Concepcion and I, toured some of the hardest hit communities and helped distribute vital WFP food rations.  I travelled by boat in an area 65 kilometres north of Manila where I saw whole neighbourhoods literally inundated with waist-high stagnant water, and met people who have lost all of their belongings – furniture, clothes, food – and are now receiving vital help from the Philippines government and humanitarian agencies like WFP.

President Arroyo and her government have launched a massive relief operation to ensure that more than 8 million people affected by these terrible storms can get the basic necessities and then get back on their feet.  The world, and the World Food Programme, are here to support their efforts.

As part of the UN family’s humanitarian response, WFP is providing food relief and logistics support under the WFP-led logistics cluster with helicopters, trucks, boats and telecommunications equipment to reach and connect to isolated areas.  WFP is initially providing critical food to more than 1 million of the 8 million affected by the floods.  We are distributing rice and oil, as well as high energy biscuits imported from Turkey and Ecuador, which provide vital micronutrients for vulnerable children and mothers.

WFP is partnering with the Department of Social Welfare and Development and the National Disaster Coordinating Council to ensure that the transition from emergency relief to recovery is seamless.  With the support of the governments of Japan, Australia, Canada, Brazil, the U.S. and the European Commission, today’s distribution ensures that families here in Candaba and in provinces in typhoon-affected Luzon are supported with nutritious food to help them cope with the challenges that these typhoons have brought about.

Additional pledges are being received from nations including France, Luxembourg, Poland and Germany.  We extend our profound thanks to all those who have responded quickly.

The floods have damaged, homes, businesses and crops, but they have not dampened the great spirit and resilience of the Filipino people.  Today, WFP is here to support the government’s efforts to help the people of the Philippines overcome this calamity.  I have no doubt that together, we can.

#                             #                                 #

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency and the UN’s frontline agency for hunger solutions. This year, WFP plans to feed 108 million people in 74 countries.

WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists keep up with the latest press releases, videos and photos as they are published on WFP.org. For more details see: http://www.wfp.org/english/?n=999.  

WFP now has a dedicated ISDN line in Italy for quality two-way interviews with WFP officials.

For more information please contact:

Michael Huggins, WFP/Bangkok, Tel. + 66 26554115, Mob.  + 66 845 559 001

Barry Came, WFP/Manila, Mob. + 63 917 594 8627

Natasha Scripture, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39 06513 23146, Mob.  +39 340 4663480

Emilia Casella, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41-22-9178564, Mob. +41-792857304

Caroline Hurford, WFP/London, Tel. +44-20-72409001, Mob.  +44-7968-008474

Jennifer Parmelee, WFP/Washington, Tel. +1-202-6531149, Mob. + 1 202 422 3383

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68/70, Parco de’Medici  00148 Rome, Italy 

Telephone: +39-06-65131  Fax: +39-06-6590632/6590637

E-Mail: firstname.lastname@wfp.org  Website: www.wfp.org
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