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WFP News Video

G8/Food Security

TRT 3:52

00.00 – 00.13 

Somalia-

NATO Naval escorts WFP relief ships, WFP aid operation 

shot: Jan 2009

00.13 – 00.37 

Somalia-

Merka beach port, 

WFP ships off load the food into smaller boats that take it to shallow water, where porters off load it, on the beach.

shot: 4 December 2007  

00.37 – 00.48 

Somalia-

El Barde food distribution

shot: 23 June 2008

00.48 – 00.56 

Pakistan- 

displaced persons on the move near Mingora, Swat district 

shot: 10 May 2009

00.56 – 01.15

Pakistan,

 food distribution at WFP Logistic Base of Pirpai, Nowshera district  

shot: 3 June 2009

01.15 – 01.1:41

Dem Rep. of Congo

near Uganda Border

refugees moving across DRC/Uganda border

shot: 1 December 2008,

01.41 – 01.56 

Dem. Rep. of Congo, Dungu, (North east DRC)  

WFP airdrops

shot:26 May 2009

01.56 – 02.31 

WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran:

“I want the leaders of the G8 to know that they can make a huge difference in the battle against hunger. How? By putting it at the top of their agenda and declaring that it is not acceptable for any nation, any world leader, to not make sure that the people in their own nation have adequate access to food and nutrition. That alone would be a political revolution that could activate the solutions that are already at hand. The world knows how to defeat hunger, the G8 has to show the political resolve that they are not going to compromise on this issue.”

shot: Rome June 2009

02.31 – 02.47 

Haiti, 

storm destruction Gonaives 

shot: 27 Sep2008

02.47 – 03.06 

Haiti-

WFP helicopter relief operation 

shot: Nov 2008

03.06 – 03.52 

Southern Sudan

Worlds largest helicopter, MI26 used by WFP to deliver food to Akobo, South Sudan

 shot: June 2009

WFP News Release 


 7 July 2009

WFP COMMENDS G8 LEADERS’ FOCUS ON FOOD SECURITY; URGES SUPPORT FOR HUNGER NEEDS OF WORLD’S POOREST

ROME – As leaders at the G8 summit in L’Aquila gather to discuss global food security, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is urging a twin-track approach to food security, supporting long-term agricultural production with continued support for immediate hunger assistance. 

“We applaud the G8 focus on food security,” said Josette Sheeran, Executive Director of the World Food Programme, headquartered in Rome. “We learned a lesson last year when rising food prices caused an epidemic of hunger leading to food riots in more than 30 countries. Without food people revolt, migrate or die. None of these are acceptable options.”

In figures released two weeks ago by the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization the number of hungry people is now projected to top 1.02 billion, and with the global economic crisis compounding the ongoing food price crisis in the developing world, causing loss of jobs, remittances and slowed exports and investment, this number is expected to climb further. 

This reverses a four-decade trend where the number of hungry has declined. At the same time, global food aid supplies last year were at a 34 year low and 18 percent lower than in 2005. Food aid has dropped 35 percent since 1995.

“We cannot afford to lose a generation to malnutrition, starvation and despair,” said Sheeran. “Addressing immediate hunger needs is a critical long-term investment in healthy, stable societies.”  

WFP depends entirely on voluntary donations, and has raised less than one quarter of its US$6.4 billion budget for 2009 at the halfway point of the year.

  “WFP is the safety net for the most vulnerable people in the world,” Sheeran said. “It’s a false logic for the world to say that we will either invest in tomorrow’s agriculture or today’s urgent food needs. There is no question that we must do both.”
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