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WFP VIDEO NEWS RELEASE

WFP FOOD ASSISTANCE REACHES HALF A MILLION LIBYANS AFFECTED BY ONGOING VIOLENCE
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0/00:23
Tokura District, east of Benghazi in eastern Libya 
11 June, 2011
WFP distributes food to vulnerable Libyans in Tokura. 

Distribution included over 500 families mainly vulnerable groups and internally displaced people from Ajdabiya, Misrata, Ras Lanouf and other areas severely affected by the violence.

GV of WFP food distribution 

00:23/00:35

SOT Abeer Etefa WFP spokesperson, Cairo Egypt 
16 June 2011

“WFP is intensifying its effort for the provision of food assistance to the people severely affected by the violence in many of the areas like Misrata, AlKhums, and the western mountains.
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Misrata, Libya 

1-2 June 2011
GV of burned buildings, tanks and artillery

01:12/01:28

Alexandria port, Egypt 
11 June 2011

WFP charted ship getting loaded with WFP food aid, 1151 metric tons, for the west of Libya (pulses, oil, pasta, high energy biscuits, wheat flour)

GV of ship getting loaded with boxes and flour bags.

01:28/01:46

SOT Abeer Etefa WFP spokesperson, Cairo Egypt 
16 June 2011

“WFP has reached over half million of the people mostly affected by the violence in Libya, this includes civilians in conflict areas, internally displaced people, poor foreign immigrants as well as the most vulnerable of the Libyans such as widows, orphans and disabled.”
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Tokura District, east of Benghazi in eastern Libya 
11 June, 2011

GV of WFP food distribution 
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WFP News Release

17 June 2011

WFP FOOD ASSISTANCE REACHES HALF A MILLION LIBYANS AFFECTED BY ONGOING

VIOLENCE

CAIRO – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has delivered vital

food assistance to more than 500,000 people affected by the conflict in

Libya. The agency has provided food for civilians in conflict areas,

Internally displaced people, migrant workers, and vulnerable groups such as

widows, orphans and the disabled.

WFP began moving food supplies into Libya by road and sea on 9 March, soon

after the conflict erupted. So far, distributions have been made to more

than 270,000 people in eastern Libya, 136,000 people in western Libya

(mainly in the Nafusa Mountain area), and an additional 125,000 people in

the city of Misrata.

“It has been a priority for WFP to mobilize food for those who are most

vulnerable to hunger, especially people living in areas such as Misrata

that have been severely affected by the conflict,” said Daly Belgasmi,

WFP’s Regional Director for the Middle East, Central Asia and Eastern

Europe.

Since the beginning of April, WFP has sent 1,600 metric tons of food

assistance to the people of Misrata, enough to feed 125,000 people for a

month. Another 2,000 metric tons of aid is on the way.

WFP has extended its regional emergency operation for North Africa for

three more months until the end of August, at an overall cost of US$100

million. This would cover 1.5 million people affected by the violence in

Libya and neighbouring countries. So far, the emergency operation has

received only a quarter of the funds it needs.

Concerns are growing about access to food inside Libya, especially in areas

heavily affected by fighting, where the price of many food commodities has

more than doubled. Libya is a food deficit country heavily reliant on

imports with a public food distribution system under stress as food stocks

in the country are being consumed without replenishment.

In addition to providing food, WFP is the lead agency for the provision of

logistics and telecommunications services to the entire humanitarian

community. A Special Operation for logistics and ICT support is also being

extended for another three months at an overall cost of US$6.4 million.

WFP also operates the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) which

has so far flown more than 650 passengers -- mainly humanitarian workers

and aid agencies – on over 20 flights between Malta, Cairo, Benghazi and

Djerba.

#                              #                                 #

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide.

Each year, on average, WFP feeds more than 90 million people in more than

70 countries.

WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists keep up with the latest

press releases, videos and photos as they are published on WFP.org. For

more details see: http://www.wfp.org/rss
Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media

WFP has a dedicated ISDN line in Italy for quality two-way interviews with

WFP officials.

For more information please contact (email address:

firstname.lastname@wfp.org):

Abeer Etefa, WFP/Cairo, Tel. +202 2528 1730 ext. 2600 Mob.+ 2 01666 34352

Gregory Barrow, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39 06 6513 2330, Mob. +39 348 1325018

Caroline Hurford, WFP/London, Tel. +44-20-72409001, Mob.  +44 7968 008474

Emilia Casella, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41 22 9178564, Mob.  +41 792857304

Rene McGuffin, WFP/Washington, Tel. +1 202 6530010 ext. 1149, Mob. +1 202

4223383

Bettina Luescher, WFP/New York, Tel. +1 646 5566909, Mob.  +1 646 8241112

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68/70, Parco de’Medici  00148 Rome, Italy 

Telephone: +39-06-65131  Fax: +39-06-6590632/6590637

E-Mail: firstname.lastname@wfp.org  Website: www.wfp.org
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