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WFP Video News Release 

Released: 13 December 2011
Niger Food Crises
WFP News Video

TRT: 3:10

:00-:34

Tchoubi, Niger

Shot: 21Nov2011

Hassame Roiyaki- farmer. Normally, he and his family can survive on the millet he grows for a year. This year, due to the drought there’s only enough to eat for 3 months.

Translated SOT: “If the rainy season is good the grass (millet) is good like this but now its small like this”

:34-1:08

Adali market, Niger 

Shot:  21Nov2011

In Adali market, the price of Niger ‘s staple food, millet prices already up 30percent from the same time last year.

1:08-1:32

Dosso Hospital, Niger

Shot 21Nov2011

Severely malnourished children receive middle upper arm circumference(MUAC )checks and therapeutic food. Poor nutrition and education keep beds full of severely malnourished children. Authorities are on the lookout for an increase due to  crop failure.

1:32-2:05

Garbey Malo Koira, Niger
Shot: 22Nov2011
Tomatoes grow in the desert thanks to a water reclamation project. 2500 villagers, mostly women, were paid by WFP with food to rehabilitee a stagnant lake and use the water to grow food. Now villagers are able to stay home instead of migrating to Nigeria, Ivory Coast or Benin to look for work.

2:05-2:28

SOT: Denise Brown-Country Director, WFP Niger

“Nobody is asking the World Food programme for a free hand out in Niger. Nobody. Not the government, not the local authorities and certainly not the women in the community. They are not asking us for a free handout.  They are asking us for some assistance so that they can stay in their homes, in their villages, work in their fields, maintain their families and keep their life going”

2:28-3:10

WFP school meals programme

Say, Niger

Shot: 23Nov2011

WFP provides meals to students in school.
WFP CONCERNED AT UNSEASONAL FOOD PRICE INCREASE IN DROUGHT-HIT NIGER

NIAMEY – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is deeply concerned by an unseasonal rise in grain prices in Niger. WFP is planning an urgent scale-up of food assistance operations – aimed especially at women and children.

“The unusually high food prices are affecting vulnerable people who are facing difficulties to feed themselves and their children; I am extremely worried about the food situation deteriorating in the coming months. We cannot sit back and wait for the worst to come.”

WFP Niger Country Director, Denise Brown

· The country is in the immediate post-harvest period, a time when more cereals are available on the market and a subsequent decrease in the prices. However, this is not the case this year.
“I am ready to leave for Nigeria. The food is very expensive and we don’t have money to buy anything. This year was disastrous for me and my family. We grew millet. But what we harvest will only feed us for less than two months.”
Harouna Ibrahim, a father of six children from Tahoua region.

· The Government of Niger has identified up to 750,000 people as severely food insecure,  in the regions of Tahoua, Tillabéri, Diffa and some areas of Zinder. This number is expected to increase to more than one million in early 2012, as the country moves towards the lean season in March – April.

· WFP aims to support some 2.2 million people over the coming year, with a budget of

US$100 million. However so far operations are only 65 percent funded, and WFP estimates the likely additional caseload to be around one million people, with the peak of need being towards the  April – September lean season.

#                              #                                 #

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide.  Each year, on average, WFP feeds more than 90 million people in more than 70 countries.
WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists keep up with the latest press releases, videos and photos as they are published on WFP.org. For more details see: http://www.wfp.org/rss

Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media

WFP has a dedicated ISDN line in Italy for quality two-way interviews with WFP officials.

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org):

Emilia Casella, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39 06 6513 3854, Mob. +39 347 9450634

Caroline Hurford, WFP/London, Tel.  +44 20 72409001, Mob.  +44 7968 008474

Bettina Luescher, WFP/New York, Tel. +1 646 5566909, Mob. +1 646 8241112
Rene McGuffin, WFP/Washington, Tel. +1 202 6530010 ext. 1149, Mob. +1 202 4223383
Via Cesare Giulio Viola, 68/70, 00148 Rome, Italy    Telephone: +39 06 65131    Fax: +39 06 6590632/7 
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