
 
 

 
 
 

WFP News Video: New WFP Report Proves Link Between Hunger and 

Migration 

Locations:  Lebanon, Syria, Somalia, Central African Republic,  

South Sudan, Djibouti 

TRT: 03:02 

 

 

Shotlist 

:00-:25 

Bar Elias, Lebanon 

Shot: 1, May 2017 

1 million Syrian refugees are currently living in Lebanon. They make up 20% of 

Lebanon’s population. Many of them live in settlements like this one in the Bekaa 

valley within miles of the Syrian border. 

 

:25-:44 

Damascus, Syria 

Shot: 2, May 2017 

WFP food distribution to vulnerable Syrians displaced by the conflict. 

 

:44-01:05 

Damascus, Syria 

Shot: 2, May 2017 

WFP Executive Director, David Beasley, at food distribution site, talking to a 

displaced woman. 

 

01:05-01:38 

Damascus, Syria 

Shot: 2, May 2017 

SOT (english) David Beasley, WFP Executive Director 

“Because of the crisis, the conflict, people have to move, they have to find food and 

when they can’t find food they’re going to  go wherever they can get it and that’s 

why you have migration, that’s why you have people moving in the millions and 

from Syria alone you’ve got over 5 million that are refugees that have left the 

country, you have another 6 million give or take, that are internally displaced, 

they’ve moved from their primary home and they don’t want to do that but they’ve 

got to go where there’s safety and where there’s food” 
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01:38-02:03 

Aweng, South Sudan 

Shot: 8, May 2016 

Aping Riang, a farmer, his pregnant wife and 5 children head off from their home in 

South Sudan on a two week journey by foot to Darfur to find food. Famine has been 

declared in South Sudan. Hunger caused by conflict and drought has caused almost 2 

million South Sudanese to flee their country.  

 

02:03-02:15 

Obock port, Djibouti 

Shot 13, April 2015 

Yemeni refugees, mostly from Aden, arrive in Djibouti. UNHCR say almost 200,000 

people have fled Yemen since the conflict began. 

 

02:38-02:44 

Near Gardo, Somalia 

Shot: 13, March 2017 

Somalia has experienced a surge in extreme hunger due drought in the last year 

and half sending people from rural areas to Mogadishu and across borders into 

neighbouring countries like Kenya and Ethiopia. 

 

02:44-02:52 

Peace Hotel, Mogadishu 

Shot:10, March 2017 

Insecurity and instability is another contributor to extreme hunger in Somalia. 

Rubble is all that is left of the area around the former Peace Hotel after a truck loaded 

with explosives blew up killing 9 and injuring 21 in January 2017. 

 

02:52-03:02 

Yade, Central African Republic 

Shot: 27, April 2017 

Fighting in C.A.R. has prevented people from their homes and their fields. 40 percent 

of the children in C.A.R. suffer from stunting. One in every five Central Africans is 

either internally displaced or a refugee in neighbouring countries. Marcel Hamat, 52 

years old, salvaging household articles from his home that was recently burnt in an 

attack. 
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WFP News Release 
5 May 2017   

NEW WFP REPORT FINDS FOOD INSECURITY 

ACCELERATES GLOBAL MIGRATION 

ROME – At a time when a record-high number of people have been forced to flee 

their homes across the world, a new study by the United Nations World Food 

Programme (WFP) clearly establishes that high levels of food insecurity lead to 

higher levels of migration across borders. 

 

The report determined that each one percentage increase in food insecurity in a 

population compels 1.9 percent more people to migrate. Further, 0.4 percent more 

people flee a country for each additional year of conflict. This means that a country 

with rising levels of food insecurity and conflict will experience greater outward 

migration, or movement of people away from their homes. 

 

WFP also found that food insecurity is a significant cause for the incidence – and 

intensity – of armed conflict. Once a migrant’s journey has begun, lack of 

employment combined with little or no access to food and other humanitarian 

assistance are significant push factors that compel people to continue to move. 

Further, as people seek to reduce their food insecurity through migration, the act of 

migration itself can cause food insecurity, given the costs and often hazardous 

conditions along the journey. 

 

Given these findings, the report recommends that the international community must 

invest in food security and livelihoods at or near people’s place of origin. Doing so 

may prevent further displacement, reduce forced onward migration, result in more 

cost-effective humanitarian interventions and yield greater socioeconomic benefits 

now and in the long term. 
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Entitled “At the Root of Exodus: Food security, conflict and international 

migration,” the report explores the role that food security and other factors play in 

compelling cross-border migration. It is the first time such comprehensive analysis 

has been carried out. Drawn from quantitative and qualitative research, the study 

features often dramatic accounts of people forced to take extreme measures when left 

with nothing at all. 

 

In one such account, a woman who fled Syria to Jordan with her family said, “We had 

to eat grass to survive. My kids stayed up all night crying because they were hungry.” 

 

A man from Deir Ezzor explained the suffering he had witnessed in Syria: “They 

made people hungry, stole our produce, closed schools, and prevented people from 

working.” 

 

The report determined that people who are displaced often do not want to move from 

their homes, and try to stay as close to their place of origin as possible. Nearly eight in 

ten Syrian refugee families interviewed had been internally displaced inside Syria at 

least once, and 65 percent twice or more. Almost every single Syrian participant in 

the study strongly affirmed a desire to return to Syria if the situation stabilized and 

security prevailed. 

 

“At WFP, we are doing everything we can to care for refugees who are hungry or 

starving across the world,” said David Beasley, WFP Executive Director. “With 

millions of our brothers and sisters having fled their homes and facing so much 

hardship, it is our duty to shed light on their tragic situation.” 

 

“By understanding the dynamics that compel people to move, we can better address 

what lies at the heart of forced migration and what must be done to end their 

suffering,” said Beasley. 

 

The report is launched at a moment when multiple protracted crises and a period of 

political transition challenge the levels of international food and humanitarian 

assistance provided for refugees and people who have been forcibly displaced.  

 

Overview of WFP Global Refugee Operations          

 

http://www.wfp.org/content/2017-root-exodus-food-security-conflict-and-international-migration
http://www.wfp.org/content/2017-root-exodus-food-security-conflict-and-international-migration
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In 2016, WFP supported 6.9 million refugees in 32 countries through cash-based 

transfers and in-kind food assistance. WFP is working to prevent and treat 

malnutrition by providing refugee children with specialized nutritious food. In areas 

where food is available and markets are functioning, WFP increasingly provides 

refugees with cash-based transfers, allowing people to buy the food that they need, 

and at the same time injecting money into the local economy. In its largest refugee-

focused operation, WFP supports almost 2.2 million of the most vulnerable Syrian 

refugees sheltering in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Egypt and Iraq. 

 

WFP requires US$600 million to continue to provide and maintain assistance to 

nearly seven million refugees from April through September 2017. 

 

#                              #                                 # 

 

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide, delivering 

food assistance in emergencies and working with communities to improve nutrition 

and build resilience. Each year, WFP assists some 80 million people in around 80 

countries. 

 

Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media   

 

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org): 

Dana Sacchetti, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39 06 65133268, Mob. +39 3499800442 

Gregory Barrow, WFP/London, Tel.  +44 20 72409001, Mob.  +44 7968 008474 

Bettina Luescher, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41 22 917 8564, Mob. + 41 79 842 8057 

Gerald Bourke, WFP/New York, Tel. +1 646 5566909, Mob.  +1 646 525 9982 
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