[image: image2.png]



	World Food

Program
	Programme

Alimentaire

Mondial
	Programa

Mundial de

Alimentos
	[image: image3.wmf]


The Food Aid Organization of the United Nations

[image: image1.wmf]

page 3

Video News Release
Southern Africa Crisis
30 November 2012
TRT: 2’38” 

00:00 – 00:25
Blantyre, Malawi, Shot on 21.11.12 
GV of women walking by road
00:25 – 00:34
SOT Saukila Black, farmer 
“We had problems this year the rain has been so erratic.  
We planted in the first place and the crops dried out.  We planted the 
second time again it didn’t go and we planted the third time with 
no results” 

00:34 – 01:01 
Lilongwe, Malawi, Shot on 21.11.12
GV of WFP food distribution
01:01 – 01:31
Lunzu market, Malawi, Shot on 21.11.12
GV of the market
01:31 – 01:51
Mohale’s Hoek District Lesotho, shot on 15.11.12 




Farmer working on dry land and GV of village 
01:51 – 02:07
Manicaland Zimbabwe, shot in July 2012



Dry land failed crops
02:07 – 02:38
Sanyati, Zimbabwe, Shot on 29.11.12 

Cash distribution, Cash for Cereal program allowing beneficiaries to purchase cereals locally.  WFP is providing in kind oil and pulses to respond to drought.
WFP News Release 

30 November 2012

HUNGER SEASON BITES ACROSS SOUTHERN AFRICA AS MILLIONS FACE PROSPECT OF FOOD SHORTAGES
JOHANNESBURG – Working with government and partners, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is scaling up efforts to deliver food assistance to more than 3.5 million people in drought-hit areas of southern Africa. Among the worst affected countries are Malawi, Zimbabwe and Lesotho. Communities already struggling to feed their families are now bracing for the onset of the so-called hunger season that traditionally lasts from December until harvest time in March.

“Large numbers of smallholder farmers and their families are in the grip of what is set to be one of the harshest hunger seasons of recent years,” says Brenda Barton, WFP Deputy Regional Director for Southern Africa. “With the help of  governments, donors and regional organisations, we’re mobilising resources to help the most vulnerable, not only with food distributions but also with innovative solutions like cash transfers via mobile phones so people can buy their own food.”

Erratic rainfall during the last planting season means harvests in many areas have not been sufficient to sustain the nutritional needs of farming communities this year and, even where food is available in local markets, it is often too expensive for the poorest households.

Southern Malawi, southern Zimbabwe, and the southern highlands of Lesotho face particularly severe food shortages, while the prices of staples like maize on local markets are unseasonably high. Maize prices have increased 60 percent in the markets of Lesotho since the start of the year.  In Malawi, maize prices have risen nearly 80 percent since this time last year.

Malawi:

WFP is distributing food to more than 1.8 million people living in rural communities across southern Malawi. The Malawi government has donated 25,000 metric tons of maize from its Strategic Grain Reserve and has announced plans to release a further 47,500 tons. Other donors like UKAID, USAID and the Kingdom of Norway are also supporting the operation. In addition, WFP and partners have just launched an innovative programme to transfer cash via mobile phones to more than 100,000 people, allowing them to buy food on local markets in southern and central parts of the country. The current shortfall for WFP’s Malawi drought relief operation is US$14 million. 

Zimbabwe:

Some 1.6 million vulnerable people – one in five of the rural population – are facing food shortages in Zimbabwe. While most of these are being assisted through food distributions, some 300,000 people are receiving cash to enable them buy their own cereals from local markets. The Government is finalizing a sizeable donation of maize from the Strategic Grain Reserve to be used for a joint humanitarian response. The remaining cereals being distributed by WFP have been procured in the region. 

Lesotho:
More than 200,000 people in farming communities in the southern highlands of Lesotho are receiving food from WFP. At the same time, WFP is working with the Government and other UN agencies to find longer-term solutions to the food crisis caused by two consecutive years of crop failures. The current shortfall for WFP’s Lesotho emergency operation is US$4 million. 

Video: 
	

	


Broadcast quality Video News Footage (VNR)  recently shot in Malawi, Zimbabwe and Lesotho, with shotlist,  is available for download at:  

#                              #                                 #

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide.  Each year, on average, WFP feeds more than 90 million people in more than 70 countries.
Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org):

David Orr, WFP/Nairobi, Tel. +254 20 7622594, Mob. +254 707722105
Gregory Barrow, WFP/London, Tel.  +44 20 72409001, Mob.  +44 7968 008474

Elizabeth Byrs, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41 22 917 8564, Mob. +41 79 473 4570  

Jane Howard, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39 06 65132321, Mob. +39 346 7600521

Bettina Luescher, WFP/New York, Tel. +1 646 5566909, Mob. +1 646 8241112

Rene McGuffin, WFP/Washington, Tel. +1 202 6530010 ext. 1149, Mob. +1 2024223383
Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68/70, Parco de’Medici  00148 Rome, Italy 

Telephone: +39-06-65131  Fax: +39-06-6590632/6590637

E-Mail: firstname.lastname@wfp.org  Website: www.wfp.org
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