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WFP News Video 
WFP EXPANDS NEPAL EARTHQUAKE RESPONSE, STRESSES 

URGENT FUNDING NEEDS FOR FOOD 
 
 
WFP News Video: Nepal Earthquake 
Kerauja Village, Gorkha District 

Shot: 06 May 2015 
TRT 2:02 
 
00:00-00:24  
Kerauja village, Gorkha District 
Aerial/drone vision of collapsed buildings. 
 
00:24-00:37 
Kerauja village, Gorkha District 
WFP  Mi-8 helicopter delivering WFP High Energy Biscuits and tarpaulins to village. The 
biscuits are enriched with vitamins and minerals to nourish people in emergency situations. 
 
00:37-00:53 
Kerauja village, Gorkha District 
Villagers amongst destroyed homes 
 
00:56-01:09 
Kerauja village, Gorkha District 
Distribution of WFP high energy biscuits to villagers 
 
01:09 – 1:34 
SOT: Angeli Mendoza, WFP Spokesperson 
“WFP has distributed food to over 260,000 people. We’re planning to reach 1.4 million 
people over the next 3 months. We’re using trucks where we can and helicopters in order to 
reach the farthest, remotest mountain areas with our food assistance. We’re combining our 
food with other urgency needed relief items such as tents and medicines”  
 
01:34-02:02  
Kerauja village, Gorkha District 
children eating WFPjul biscuits.  
ENDS 

 
 
KATHMANDU – Two weeks into the earthquake relief operation, the United Nations 

World Food Programme (WFP) is warning that food is an increasingly urgent need as it 

overcomes severe logistical challenges to reach hundreds of thousands of survivors in some 

of the hardest-hit and most remote areas of Nepal.  
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WFP, with its humanitarian partners, has distributed food for 300,000 people since the 

quake and is bringing in more helicopters and engaging multiple fleets of small trucks to get 

supplies to hard-hit rural areas where roads are poor or non-existent. WFP is also opening a 

land route from India to take pressure off Kathmandu airport. But WFP, funded entirely by 

voluntary contributions from governments, companies and private individuals, is struggling 

to raise money for this complex and costly operation. 

 

“The people of Nepal are resilient, but we can’t expect families to be living in the rubble of 

their homes, with little food, no roof over their head and the monsoons coming,” said Richard 

Ragan, who is coordinating WFP’s relief operation. “We in no way want a lack of resources to 

force us to limit the assistance we’re providing.”   

 

After the initial focus in the relief effort on search and rescue, shelter, water and medical 

supplies, food is now becoming an increasingly urgent need.  One of the millions of people 

affected by the disaster is Sanjay Tamang, a father of three from Sindhupalchok district. He is 

able to feed his family after receiving rice from WFP. 

 

“Our house was completely destroyed. We have nothing left except for the clothes on our 

back,” he said.  

 

Many of those affected in the most remote rural areas were subsistence farmers who lost the 

crops that were harvested just before the quake hit. Families urgently need food to carry 

them over until the next harvest while they rebuild their lost livelihoods. 

 

WFP’s emergency operations are only four per cent funded so far, with much of the food 

distributions and common services provided to date enabled by internal resources which are 

reaching their limit. It is vital that the response from the international community matches 

the immense needs of the people of Nepal.   

 

WFP is grateful for contributions received so far from Denmark, Liechtenstein, private 

donors and the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). Pledges have been made 

and contributions are also expected to arrive from Canada and the United States of America. 

 

The United Kingdom Department for International Development funded a Humanitarian 

Staging Area that opened at Kathmandu’s international airport a month before the 

earthquake. This relief dispatch hub is the base from which WFP provides logistics services 

for the wider humanitarian community.  

 

The European Union funded a network of food security monitors in Nepal, NeKSAP, which 

collected information for WFP’s rapid assessment of the earthquake’s impact on food 

supplies.  
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WFP needs US$116.5 million to provide food for 1.4 million people over the next three 

months. An additional US$34 million is needed to provide logistics, telecommunications and 

air services for the humanitarian community. An online appeal has been launched 

at www.wfp.org/nepal. 

 

Download photo material here:  

https://www.yousendit.com/download/bXBZck82V3J0d0hMYnNUQw 
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WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide, delivering food assistance 

in emergencies and working with communities to improve nutrition and build resilience. Each year, 

WFP assists some 80 million people in around 75 countries. 

 

Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media  or @wfp_asia 

 

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org): 

Zoie Jones, WFP/Kathmandu, Mob. +977 9802 039 678 

Silke Buhr, WFP/ Bangkok, Tel. + 66 2 6598616 ext, 2160 Mob. +93 797 662 116 

Jane Howard, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39 06 65132321, Mob. +39 346 7600521 

Elisabeth Byrs, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41 22 917 8564, Mob. +41 79 473 4570   

Gregory Barrow, WFP/London, Tel.  +44 20 72409001, Mob.  +44 7968 008474 

Bettina Luescher, WFP/New York, Tel. +1 646 5566909, Mob. +1 646 8241112 

Steve Taravella, WFP/Washington DC, Tel. +1 202 653 1149, Mob. +1 202 770 5993 

 

http://www.wfp.org/nepal
https://www.yousendit.com/download/bXBZck82V3J0d0hMYnNUQw

