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WFP News Video

WFP Responds to Growing Number of Syrian Refugees in Turkey 

Kilis Refugee Camp, Turkey

shot 14-15Oct2012

TRT: 2:45
Video Shows:

:00-:13

GV's Turkish and Syrian opposition flags at Kilis border crossing. 

:13-:57

GV's  Kilis refugee camp , govt. bread distribution, etc. Kilis camp currently hosts 13,000 Syrian Refugees mostly from Aleppo.

:57-1:18

Abu Naif (older man in striped shirt) watching Orient, the opposition run TV channel. He is a 41 yr old contruction worker who fled Aleppo with his family. His house destroyed, all 11 of them, including his 2 day old son Ahmad are now living in a pre-fab in the camp. 

1:18-1:28
SOT(arabic): Abu Naif-

"There was no where to go because of the air strikes. The only escape was to go to Turkey. So, I took the kids and came to Turkey."

1:28-1:38
GV's Abu Naif and his family

1:38-1:45
Abu Naif receives e-card  from WFP and Turkish Red Crescent worth $45 per family member per month. 

1:45-2:14
Abi Naif shopping for food with e-voucher.

2:14-2:32
SOT(english): Daly Belgasmi, WFP Regional Director-

"WFP and the Turkish Red Crescent have developed this card..which is a kind of credit card where the refugees will go to a great supermarket, that we just visited, full of great fresh food.."

2:32-2:45
Syrian refugees eating

ENDS

News Release 
15 October 2012 

WFP AND THE TURKISH RED CRESCENT LAUNCH FOOD E-CARD ASSISTANCE TO SYRIANS IN TURKEY
ANKARA – The Turkish Government has announced that there are now 100,000 Syrian Refugees in Turkey, the highest registered number in the region.   On Saturday,  13 October, The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) launched a food Electronic Card programme in partnership with the Turkish Red Crescent (TRC) to assist thousands of Syrians who are under international protection in Turkey. 

The Food e-Card programme will start in five camps, one in Kilis and four in Hatay, initially for 25,000 Syrians, and will then be expanded to include a higher number of families, as cooking facilities and access to shops become available in other camps. 

Each Syrian family will receive an electronic Food e-Card that is loaded with 80 Turkish Liras (US$45) per family member per month. This is enough to provide a basic diet (at least 2,100 kcal per person per day).

“The Food e-Card system is an innovative and efficient way of providing food assistance to Syrian families,” says Jean-Yves Lequime, WFP Emergency Coordinator in Turkey. “Most importantly, it allows Syrian families to shop and cook for themselves based on their own tastes and preferences. It also helps support the local economy.”   

The Turkish Government has been extremely generous in providing assistance to Syrian families in Turkey and has requested WFP’s intervention, in partnership with the Turkish Red Crescent, to support their efforts through a complimentary food assistance programme. 

“The Turkish Red Crescent (TRC) is a pioneering organization that intensively uses modern techniques in its humanitarian assistance,” said Ahmet Lütfi Akar, the President of the TRC. 

“Our joint innovative work with WFP is another valuable step forward in enriching the outcome of humanitarian works targeting on our guests. We will work with the beneficiaries through their participation in the implementation of the Food e-Card programme.  They will be empowered in undertaking their own needs by their active involvement through the Food e-Card programme.  Another advantage in this programme is the contribution to the local economy through an increase in the volume of commercial activities,” he added.

100,000 Syrians are currently registered in Turkey, and the numbers are increasing every day. The majority of Syrians under international protection in Turkey are coming from Aleppo and other northern cities.

The Food e-Card assistance programme is part of a regional emergency operation to support Syrian families who have fled from the conflict in Syria to Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, and Turkey. 

The UN food agency is scaling up its assistance to match the increase in the number of Syrians arriving to these countries and is ready to provide food assistance to up to 460,000 vulnerable people by the end of the year.
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WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide.  Each year, on average, WFP feeds more than 90 million people in more than 70 countries.

WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists keep up with the latest press releases, videos and photos as they are published on WFP.org. For more details see: http://www.wfp.org/rss
Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media

WFP has a dedicated ISDN line in Italy for quality two-way interviews with WFP officials.
For more information please contact 
Laure Chadraoui, WFP/Ankara, Mob.+962795917987
Seval Güzelkılınç, Turkish Red Crescent/Ankara Tel: +903122454500 ext.6182  Mob. +905439021444
Abeer Etefa, WFP/Cairo, Tel. +202 2528 1730 ext. 2600 Mob. +2 010 666 34352 

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68/70, Parco de’Medici  00148 Rome, Italy 

Telephone: +39-06-65131  Fax: +39-06-6590632/6590637

E-Mail: firstname.lastname@wfp.org  Website: www.wfp.org
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