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WFP Video: WFP and UNICEF Struggling to Reach People Cut-Off by Conflict in
South Sudan
Location: Jiech, Jonglei, South Sudan
Shot 16 September 2014
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00:00-00:09
WFP food airdrop shot from the ground. WFP is using a combination of airdrops and airlifts,
WFP delivers food assistance and nutrition supplements.
00:09-00:31
WFP Mi26 cargo helicopter landing in Jiech village, carrying 12 tons of supplies, including six
tons of nutritious food supplements that could treat 1,000 undernourished children for a
month.
00:31-00:51
People off loading the helicopter
00:51-01:16
SOT George Fominyen WFP South Sudan
shot in Juba 30 Sept. 2014
“The World Food Programme has mounted an emergency response operation where we are
using airlifts and airdrops as well as river barges to get to population in in hard to reach areas
of the country.
These are people who have fled their homes to places which are safe heavens in the Jonglei,
Unity and Upper Nile state of South Sudan.”
01:16-01:34
Women carrying WFP food to their makeshift shelters
The white boxes contain Super Cereal Plus, a fortified, energy-rich, high-protein food that
WFP provides for all children under the age of 5
01:34-02:17
Women and children at a nutrition treatment centre in Jiech.
Baby receiving plumpy’sup an energy-rich ready-to-eat nutritional treatment made from
peanuts, which WFP provides to undernourished children to help them recover from moderate
acute malnutrition. Children receiving high energy biscuits.
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News Release
30 September 2014

UNICEF AND WFP: MISSIONS REACH MORE THAN
500,000 IN SOUTH SUDAN
25th Joint Rapid Response Mission to South Sudan’s most remote areas
JUBA, South Sudan – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and UNICEF
are wrapping up their 25th joint emergency mission to deliver lifesaving supplies and
services in the most remote and conflict-hit regions of South Sudan.
The joint UNICEF-WFP teams – bringing assistance via plane and helicopter – have now
reached more than 500,000 people including 100,000 children under the age of 5. The 25th
joint mission has been taking place in Pathai, a settlement in Jonglei State, where around
30,000 children and adults registered for assistance.
Using a combination of airdrops and airlifts, WFP delivers food assistance and nutrition
supplements while UNICEF provides nutrition and basic health support, including
immunizing children against polio and measles, and giving out learning materials and water,
sanitation and hygiene supplies. Both agencies provide nutrition screening and treatment, as
well as information and messages on nutrition. Children who are separated from their
families, or unaccompanied, are registered to begin the reunification process.
“These missions reach people who have been fleeing for their lives,” said Jonathan Veitch,
UNICEF Representative in South Sudan. “They have lost or left everything behind, and
their relief that someone has finally come to help, and not harm, is palpable.”
“Our staff deployed across South Sudan, in gruelling and often dangerous conditions, show
great determination to serve the people of South Sudan with lifesaving food and nutrition
assistance,” said Joyce Luma, WFP Country Director in South Sudan.
The multi-agency rapid response teams, composed of experts in food; health; nutrition; child
protection; water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) and education. With support from
logistics and telecommunications specialists, they provide a lifeline to desperate
communities in the three conflict-affected states - Jonglei, Upper Nile and Unity. The teams
stay in each location from eight to 11 days, carrying all their own supplies, including food,
water and tents. Based on their assessment of the needs of the local population, which can be
up to nearly 50,000 people per mission, the teams radio for supplies to be delivered by air.

Missions can be delayed by bad weather, which disrupts flights and causes dirt airstrips to
flood. Insecurity is a constant challenge. But once a Rapid Response Mission has reached an
area to establish a humanitarian response, NGO partners are frequently able to remain and
provide ongoing assistance.
Of the more than 1.8 million South Sudanese who fled their homes because of the conflict,
over 1.4 million remain displaced within the country. Most are sheltering in remote and hard
to reach areas, and more than half of them are children.
Through the joint integrated Rapid Response Missions, UNICEF, WFP and partners have
achieved:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Food assistance provided to more than 500,000 people
64,000 children under 5 screened for malnutrition
More than 2,600 severely acutely malnourished children treated
100,000 children vaccinated against measles and 83,000 against polio
More than 62,000 people provided safe access to water and 23,000 reached with
hygiene supplies.
One-third of the more than 6,000 children in South Sudan who are identified as
unaccompanied and separated have been found on the Rapid Response Missions.
They are supported and registered for family reunification.

In addition to the 25 joint missions, WFP has also conducted close to 20 rapid response
missions to bring food assistance to remote, hard-to-reach areas using airlifts, airdrops, river
transport by boat and barges. WFP has conducted more than 2,000 aircraft rotations for
food deliveries since March.
With the dry season in sight, and a possible increase in fighting likely to bring new risks to
people in conflict-affected areas, UNICEF and WFP are preparing for more missions to reach
more communities in need and to provide continued assistance for the areas that have
already been reached.
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UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we do. Together
with our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to translate that commitment
into practical action, focusing special effort on reaching the most vulnerable and excluded
children, to the benefit of all children, everywhere. For more information about UNICEF and
its work visit: www.unicef.org.
WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide, delivering food
in emergencies and working with communities to build resilience. In 2013, WFP assisted
more than 80 million people in 75 countries.
Follow us on Twitter: @WFP_Africa, @UNICEFSSudan and on Facebook:
Facebook.com/UNICEFSouthSudan

For more information please contact:
Kun Li, Communications Specialist, UNICEF South Sudan; Mobile: + 211 959 111 100, Email:
kli@unicef.org, Twitter: @UNICEFAfrica
James Elder, UNICEF Regional Chief of Communication, Eastern & Southern Africa;
Mobile: +254 71558 1222; Email: jelder@unicef.org, Twitter: @1james_elder
George Fominyen, WFP/Juba, Mobile +211 922 465 247, Email: George.Fominyen@wfp.org
Challiss McDonough, WFP/Nairobi, Mobile +254707722104, challiss.mcdonough@wfp.org
Elisabeth Byrs, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41 22 917 8564, Mob. +41 79 473 4570, Email:
elisabeth.byrs@wfp.org
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