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WFP - UNHCR Video New Release
UN AGENCY CHIEFS VISIT TO NIGER
Location:Niger
Shot 5th of May
English
Aspect: 16:9
TRT: 2:30
SHOTLIST:
00:00 – 00:05 Oullam shot 4th May 2012

Wide shot of arid land

00:05 – 00:32 Tougfini, Oullamshot 4th of May 2012

GV of people in the village

Woman cooking wild leaves ( Hasu )

children eating cooked wild leaves

01:06 – 01:23 Tolkobey, Oullam
WFP Blanket Supplementary Feeding ( special food for children 6 to 23 months of age and lactating women )

WFP Executive Director and High Commissioner for Refugees

arrive at WFP food distribution site

01: 23 – 01:38 Tolkobey, Oullam
SOT Ertharin Cousin, WFP Executive Director

“There are over nine million people potentially being impacted by the lack of access to food as we move into the lean season in June. We have started the work on ground. We have an opportunity to ensure that this crisis does not become a famine.”

01:38-02:00 Mangaize refugee camp, Oullam
(hosting over 3000 Malian refugees,while total of Malian refugees in Niger is 40,000)

GV of the camp

Heads of UN agencies visiting the camp

02:00-02:19 Mangaize refugee camp, Oullam
SOT Antonio Guterres, United Nation High Commissioner for Refugees

“ What we are facing here is a deadly combination…drought with a dramatic food security problem that WFP is address with an enormous effort and conflict, conflict in Mali with almost 160, 000 refugee in Niger Mauritania and Burkino Faso

02:19 – 02:30
GV of the camp

END

Storyline
The Executive Director of the United Nations World Food Programme, Ms Ertharin Cousin, has been visiting drought-hit areas of the West African country of Niger accompanied by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres. An influx of refugees from Mali is putting further strain on communities already suffering from hunger and malnutrition.
Over the past six months WFP has scaled up its operation to assist more than 1 million people in Niger. The assistance has been designed to keep families in their villages and working in the fields, also to keep children in schools. It is vital that the support continues uninterrupted during the peak of the June to September lean season. At the peak of the hunger season, when food stocks traditionally run low, WFP plans to reach 2.6 million people in Niger with assistance.
Drought has returned to the Sahel region of West Africa bringing hunger to millions for the third time in recent years.  Across the region, WFP is working in eight countries and has launched a regional response to reach more than 9 million people with food assistance. The eight countries are: Niger, Mauritania, Mali, Chad, Burkina Faso, Senegal, Cameroon and The Gambia.
The quick recurrence of droughts means that people have had little time to recover. Food prices are abnormally high, savings are exhausted and livestock herds have not been replenished.
Ms Cousin is visiting Niger from May 4 – 7. On Saturday, she travelled to the Ouallam area, north of the capital, Niamey, where WFP has launched an operation to provide food assistance to all children under the age of two years. She also saw a Food for Work project, whereby participants receive food assistance in return for working on projects of benefit to the community.

Also Saturday, in the village of Mangaizé, she met refugees from the conflict in neighbouring Mali, where thousands of families have fled fighting in the north of the country.
Cash contributions are urgently needed to enable WFP to buy cereal immediately. At the moment, if further funding is not received, the Niger operation could face a shortfall of 64 percent of the cereal requirements at the height of the lean season, when vulnerable people need help most.
Even before the crisis, malnutrition rates were high in Niger. An annual nationwide survey on child nutrition and survival conducted last year revealed a Global Acute Malnutrition rate of 20 percent among children aged 6-23 months. The World Health Organisation considers a rate of more than 15 percent to be an emergency. 
Erratic rains and pest infestations decimated harvests in central and western Niger and grain production is down by around 23 percent.
In local markets, prices for all cereals are higher compared to the seasonal average for the past five years. Millet prices are well above the twenty-year average. In comparison to last year, prices for millet, sorghum and maize are up at least 20 percent.
UNHCR High Commissioner visited today (Saturday 5 May) the Mangaize camp, together with the newly appointed WFP Executive Director. The camp is hosting over 3,000 Malian refugees, they left their homes in norhern Mali following fighting that erupted last January between a Tuareg group and Malian forces

A putsch in the Malian capital Bamako on March 21 , and attacks on main cities in northern Mali by various armed groups early April prompted more people to leave their homes and to find refuge in neighbouring countries. As of May 5, over 160,000 Malians had fled to Niger, Burkina Faso and Mauritania. Several thousands others are in Algeria.

UNHCR fears that should the political situation and instability continue to deteriorate in Mali, new influxes of Malians will take place to neighbouring countries. These local communities have hosted the refugees with generosity and have shared with them their meagre resources. These communities have been also fighting a severe drought and food insecurity and can not sustain to assist the refugee some the long run.

UNHCR and WFP have closely worked together to help the refugees and have provided them with tents, relief items (matts, blakets, jerry cans, kitchen sets, plastic sheeting) and food rations
UNHCR calls the international community to pay deeper attention to the silent refugee crisis unfolding in the Sahel countries and to act quickly to assist the refugees
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