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Chautara, Sindhupalchok District
Aerial of affected areas near the epicenter
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Chautara, Sindhupalchok District
WFP team on the ground in Chautara
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Kathmandu
SOT Richard Ragan WFP Emergency Coordinator
“We just initiated a rapid assessment in response to this recent earthquake which
happened in the eastern part of the country, We wanted to quickly determine if staff
was safe, whether there had been any impact to our ongoing operations and also to
get a sense of, if there were new areas that were impacted by this recent 7.4
magnitude quake.”
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Kathmandu
GV of people, preparing makeshift shelters
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Kathmandu
SOT Jasmine Shakya earthquake survivor, Kathmandu
“I felt really scared this time, after so many days I felt there was earthquake
(aftershocks) of 4 to 5 (Richter scale) but I didn’t actually feel them, so this time it
was very big and I was afraid that, something happened to my house or something
hoping nothing happened to my house, I was very scared at that time “
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Kathmandu
GV of people preparing makeshift shelters
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Within hours of the quake, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) carried out an
aerial assessment mission, with the Emergency Coordinator, Richard Ragan, flying by
helicopter to the affected area and speaking to officials on the ground.
The WFP team flew to the base of Mt. Everest’s Khumbu Glacier and over Namche
Bazaar. The assessment team also surveyed Chautara in Sindhupalchok District, where
WFP’s forward operating hub is located, and Charikot in Dolakha District – these were places
heavily affected by the first earthquake. A great deal of damage was visible from the
helicopter, but it is not yet clear if this is a result of the first earthquake on April 25 or of
Tuesday’s quake.
“We just initiated a rapid assessment in response to this recent earthquake which happened in
the eastern part of the country, We wanted to quickly determine if staff was safe, whether
there had been any impact to our ongoing operations and also to get a sense of, if there were
new areas that were impacted by this recent 7.4 magnitude quake,” said Ragan.
Funds were already urgently needed to support the survivors of the quake two weeks ago; the
needs will no doubt become even more acute now.
WFP has mounted a massive response to meet the needs of the survivors of the April 25
earthquake. WFP has distributed food to nearly one million people in six districts; it has been
an immensely challenging operation due to the mountainous terrain and remoteness of the
affected locations.
WFP hopes to continue distributing food to earthquake survivors as planned, but this new
earthquake and the aftershocks will make the situation even more difficult. Reports are
coming in about landslides in various districts, and we will need to determine which roads are
still accessible for land transport of relief items. Time is of the essence as we try to reach
people before the monsoon rains arrive in just a few weeks.
WFP, as lead UN logistics agency, has been working to provide road and air transportation
for other urgently-needed items as well as food, with a relief hub at Kathmandu airport and
two forward hubs in Gorkha and Sindhupalchok districts (west and east of Kathmandu
respectively). We expect that with the new earthquake, there will be renewed demand for
support to search and rescue missions, which will need to be prioritised before the delivery of
relief items.
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WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency fighting hunger worldwide, delivering food
assistance in emergencies and working with communities to improve nutrition and build
resilience. Each year, WFP assists some 80 million people in around 75 countries.
Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media or @wfp_asia
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Silke Buhr, WFP/ Bangkok, Tel. + 66 2 6598616 ext, 2160 Mob. +93 797 662 116
Jane Howard, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39 06 65132321, Mob. +39 346 7600521
Elisabeth Byrs, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41 22 917 8564, Mob. +41 79 473 4570
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Steve Taravella, WFP/Washington DC, Tel. +1 202 653 1149, Mob. +1 202 770 5993

