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Lang: English
Length: 2’53”
Location: Arenoso/northwest Dominican Republic
Date shot: November 5th & 6th
Shot list
00:00-00:20
GV flooded landscape/men on horseback on flooded road/man standing in knee-high water
00:20-01:04
Aerials of flooded landscape from US Coast Guard helicopter
01:04-01:21
Unloading boxes of WFP high energy biscuits off of helicopter
01:21-01:30
Helicopter taking off
01:30-01:55
SOT – Brenda Barton, WFP Spokesperson
“Throughout the region WFP is working very quickly right now to try to help people who
have been affected by the floods. This is in the Caribbean, in Haiti, Dominican Republic, but
also in Mexico, which has recently asked us for our help. So WFP is using our strategic hubs
where we have high energy biscuits. They are for this kind of emergency. We’re bringing them
by sea, by truck, by air, and we’re trying to reach people as quickly as possible.”
01:55-02:24 Arenoso
GV food distribution site
02:24-02:53 Arenoso
Kids and elderly flood victims eating high energy biscuits
END
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WFP News Release
8 November 2007

WFP ASSISTANCE HEADING FOR
FLOOD-RAVAGED TABASCO
PANAMA – A United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) truck convoy carrying
enough ready-to-eat meals to feed 70,000 people over five days is on its way from WFP’s
emergency hub in El Salvador to the Mexican state of Tabasco, which has been devastated
by massive floods.
“We are moving as swiftly as possible to bring critical help to the people of Tabasco, who
are suffering the worst crisis in their recent history,” said WFP Executive Director Josette
Sheeran from Lisbon, where she is attending the European Development Days – a European
Union-hosted forum on climate change.
She added that in addition to the emergency food supplies, WFP has deployed a team
specializing in logistics and emergency assessment. WFP will be working closely with the
United Nations Resident Coordinator and other UN agencies to support the Government of
Mexico following the catastrophic emergency which has affected up to one million people.
“Just as Mexico has consistently shown its generosity over the years to other countries in
their hours of need, so too must we in the international community show our solidarity with
the people of Tabasco,” Sheeran said.
The emergency food aid is in the form of High Energy Biscuits (HEBs) which require no
cooking. The shipment is part of a US$500,000 Immediate Response operation approved
Monday. It was dispatched from WFP’s emergency hub in El Salvador yesterday and is
making its way overland with arrival in Tabasco expected late Friday or early Saturday.
Meanwhile, in the Dominican Republic, urgent distribution of WFP High Energy Biscuits
continued by helicopter to some of the over 130 isolated communities affected by the heavy
rains and floods left in the wake of Tropical Storm Noel, which cut a swathe across the
Caribbean early last week. The helicopters were provided by the US Coast Guard and the
Office of US Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA).
Drawing from emergency funds, WFP last week started airlifting food assistance and more is
making its way by sea from a WFP emergency regional logistics hub in Barbados and is due
to arrive later this week. The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
has launched a joint appeal for US$14 million to help those affected by the floods in the
Dominican Republic over the next six months, of which US$4 million is for food assistance
through WFP.
In Haiti, where Tropical Storm Noel also caused extensive damage, WFP is providing food
to shelters and continuing its assessment of needs and food distributions where access is
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possible. So far, WFP emergency teams have been able to assist 19,000 of the worst
affected.
Initial assessments indicate severe damage to plantations and farms in the south of the
country which has raised concern over the future food security of people in that region.
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#

#

WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency: on average, each year, we give food to 90
million poor people to meet their nutritional needs, including 58 million hungry children, in
80 of the world's poorest countries. WFP – We Feed People.
For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org):
Trevor Rowe, WFP/Latin America and the Caribbean, Tel. +507 317-3955, Cell. +507
66742601
Alejandro Chicheri, WFP/Latin America and the Caribbean, Tel. +507-317-3955, Cell.
+507-66750617
Elio Rujano, WFP/Latin America and the Caribbean, Tel: +507 317-3900, Cel +507 66179261
Brenda Barton, Deputy Director of Communications, WFP/Rome, Tel. +39-06-65132602,
Cell. +39-3472582217 (ISDN line available)
Gregory Barrow, WFP/London, Tel. +44-20-72409001, Cell. +44-7968-008474
Christiane Berthiaume, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41-22-9178564, Cell. +41-792857304
Cécile Sportis, WFP/Paris, Tel. +33-1-70385330, Cell. +33-6161-68266
Jennifer Parmelee, WFP/Washington, Tel. +1-202-6530010 ext. 1149, Mob. +1-2024223383
Bettina Luescher, WFP/New York, Tel. +1-212-9635196, Cell. +1-646-8241112,
luescher@un.org

