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Sot: Nancy Roman, WFP Director of Communication and Public Policy Strategy
“Food prices are going through the roof right now, which means that every day that passes we can buy less food
than the day before and unfortunately this means that we are having to make painful decisions in every one of
the 78 countries we are in, including Cambodia.
So 450,000 children will no longer get lunch in school if we don’t get urgent help soon. “
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Sot: Nancy Roman, WFP Director of Communication and Public Policy Strategy
“We are beginning to see more and more civil unrest, and I think is pretty clear that an hungry man is an angry
man, and as food gets more and ore difficult to access I think we can expect to see more incidents of civil unrest,
and WFP has determined that if asked we are in a position to step in and ramp up some of our society safety
nets, so that longer terms solutions can then come in”
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Bangkok, Thailand
Shot: 26 February 2008
GV of WFP rice being loaded onto a vessel in Bangkok Port bound for Chittagong Bangladesh; this is the most
recent purchase made by WFP of Thai rice for distribution to our beneficiaries, in this case, rice will be used for
Bangladesh country program and response to Cyclone Sidr.
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WFP SAYS HIGH FOOD PRICES A SILENT
TSUNAMI, AFFECTING EVERY CONTINENT
LONDON – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said today that high food
prices are creating the biggest challenge that WFP has faced in its 45-year history, a silent
tsunami threatening to plunge more than 100 million people on every continent into hunger.
“This is the new face of hunger – the millions of people who were not in the urgent hunger
category six months ago but now are,” said WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran, who is
today meeting British Government officials after addressing a UK parliamentary hearing in
London.
“The response calls for large-scale, high-level action by the global community, focused on
emergency and longer-term solutions.”
Analysis being carried out by WFP supports World Bank estimates that about 100 million
people have been pushed deeper into poverty by the high food prices. WFP expects to release
figures next week estimating how many new people have urgent hunger needs.
She said that like the 2004 tsunami, which hit the Indian Ocean leaving quarter of a million
dead and about 10 million more destitute, the food price challenge requires a global response.
At that time, the donor community, including governments, the corporate sector and private
individuals, stepped up, giving a record US$12 billion to help with recovery efforts.
“We need that same kind of action and generosity,” Sheeran said. “What we are seeing now is
affecting more people on every continent, destroying even more livelihoods and the nutrition
losses will hurt children for a lifetime.” She said WFP is urging a comprehensive approach
where all parties, from governments to UN agencies to NGOs, all work together. Alongside
other partners, WFP will follow a 3-track response:
in the short term, WFP will seek full funding for targeted food safety nets and mother•
child health programmes in extreme situations, scale up school feeding and use it as a
platform for urgent, nutritional interventions;
in the medium term, WFP will offer its huge logistics capacity to support life-saving
•
distribution networks – every hour of the day, WFP has 30 ships on the high seas, 5,000
trucks on the ground and 70 aircraft in the sky, delivering food to the hungry; it will also
expand cash and voucher programmes and support local purchases from small farmers,
helping them to afford inputs and sustain livelihoods;
and in the longer term, it will support policy reform and provide advice and technical
•
support to governments engaging in agricultural development programmes; at the same time
WFP will pursue local purchase contracts that can help farmers increase investment and
yields.
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“WFP can, if needed and if asked, ramp up to help cool down a nutritional crisis, so that
longer-term solutions can come on board,” Sheeran said.
Just as WFP sends an emergency team into the field to deal with a natural disaster, so it has
assembled its top specialists to deploy programmes to mitigate the effects of high food prices
among the most vulnerable.
Sheeran stressed that partnerships will play a critical role in fighting this emergency. WFP has
been engaging with donor governments, sister UN agencies, institutions such as the World
Bank and International Monetary Fund and other humanitarian actors, including nongovernmental organizations to mobilize a coordinated response.
The urgency of the situation is underlined by WFP’s decision to suspend school feeding to
450,000 children beginning in May in Cambodia, unless new funding can be found in time.
WFP representatives in 78 countries around the world are facing similar difficult choices.
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Note to editors: WFP Executive Director Josette Sheeran will be giving a news conference
today at 1230 BST at the Foreign Press Association, 11 Carlton House Terrace, London,
SW1Y 5AJ.
WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency: this year, WFP plans to feed more than 70
million people in around 80 countries.
WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists keep up with the latest press releases, videos
and photos as they are published on WFP.org. For more details see:
http://www.wfp.org/english/?n=999.
WFP now has a dedicated ISDN line in Italy for quality two-way interviews with WFP
officials.
For more information please contact :
Gregory Barrow, WFP/London, Tel. +44-20-72409001, Cell. +44-7968-008474
Caroline Hurford, WFP/London, Cell +39-348-132-5018
Christiane Berthiaume, WFP/Geneva, Tel. +41-22-9178564, Cell. +41-792857304
Jennifer Parmelee, WFP/Washington, Tel. +1-202-6530010 ext. 1149, Cell. +1-202-4223383
Bettina Luescher, WFP/New York, Tel. +1-212-9635196, Cell. +1-646-8241112,
luescher@un.org

